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Lawns do wonders for our wellbeing. That’s why
. we've devised three programmes of year-round
- treatments to keep your grass a cut above.

R ' From controlling weeds to bringing
.+ out the green, we'll help you to look
after the lawn that looks after you.

i

GreenThumb

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Discover more at
greenthumb.co.uk

Honiton branch - 01823 672021
office@honiton.greenthumb.co.uk Scan here

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers
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- Wednesday 20 March 2024.

WELCOME TO
The Honiton Flyer
for Spring 2024!

And a warm welcome to a number of new U

el
advertisers. Thank you for your support.

The other “welcome” news is that Honiton as a town has successfully had the proposed on street
parking charges thrown-out, which is a huge relief to shoppers and businesses alike.

We have an interesting selection of editorials in this edition.

Honiton Lions Club bring us their fundraising update on Page 10.

Then on Page 16 you will find a report from Honiton University of The Third Age (U3A).
We are pleased to bring a recruitment message from Honiton Rugby Club on Page 22.

Martin Long, Chairman of The Friends of Honiton Station has a positive article on the
history of local railways on Page 24.

Terry Darrant, our regular contributor on local history covers Ancient Toll Roads on Page 28,
by way of comparison to the recent scrapping of on-street parking charges

On Pages 34 & 35 our local journalist Ana Collingridge covers a project researching Honiton’s
multicultural past - “Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Roots”.

Finally, Honiton Nomads Football Club introduce themselves on Page 38.

Please try to support our advertisers. Reading through the variety of businesses, and the quality they are

offering, it is difficult to see why any discerning customer would not support the local businesses
advertised in this edition.

With best wishes for Spring 2024.

%%% gwé EDITOR.

Email: honiton@theantiquestourist.com n LA SE LI A N OLLOWUS

@TheHonitonFlyer

Disclaimer: The Honiton Flyer is published by The Flyer Publications Ltd, The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne, TA|8 8AG.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure accuracy, no liability is accepted by the publishers for inaccuracies or omissions in the content of
The Honiton Flyer. This publicatiol istributed free of charge in the EX14 postcode. If you would like your own free copy, please contact
the publishers at the above address. No content of the publication may be reproduced without the written consent of the publishers.

Copyright: The Honiton Flyer 2024.

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




Greenthumb

AHM Installations Helen Hunt Medical Aesthetics
Antiques Bazaar Hidden Oak Equestrian Ltd ...

B

Axminster Garden Machinery Honiton Chiropractic Clinic

"-“ HELEN HUNT
o MEDICAL AESTHETICS

Blackbury Honey Farm Lymebay Winery

Blue Pencil Gallery MST Auctioneers
§ Bluebird Care Ottery Office & Computers Ltd
% C Plant Services River Exe Health Care .

Led by Advanced Aesthetic Nurse Prescriber Helen Hunt,
our award winning clinic, specialises in non surgical
treatments that create natural looking results, tailored
to each individual's needs.

§ Caravan & Motorhome Solutions Sidmouth Bed Centre ...

j" Churchill Retirement Living The Chippee !
Colourfence The Coastal Boutique

Combe Garden Centre . The Drewe Arms # Fine Lines & Wrinkles @ skin Peels
Complete Weed Control The Honiton Eye Clinic ; Our CQC registered clinics 4 Medical Grade Skincare & Advanced Facials
offer safe and clinically proven ¢ Dermal Fillers & Microneedling

rejuvenation treatments for 4 Fat Dissolving & Skin Boosters
Desire Jewelery The Lace Knittery RO R S W0, # Skin Tag, Wart & Milia @ Wellbeing

Devon Truck Show Thimblestitch
East Devon Lock & Key Total Plumbing

CurgWVillisiilotoysPuea e tarl e St The Honiton Hearing Centre

& helenhuntaesthetics.co.uk € Clinics in Honiton, Exeter & Sidford 4 01392 984171 ¢

Everys Solicitors Trees & Fencing

First Light Home Improvements Twin Coast Campers

BLACKBURYy

¥ HONEY |

Gorilla Grounds Gardens ... Page 12&13 United Response ‘AY e SR ) 8 : v ' .

Garden tea room

¢" Honey and gift shop Come and be

¢" Information & courses part of this
T A TVEAAMSTONE VILACES Nl o> Wildflower meadow

{-. ..|;'ne-:hf;r f;)'er.c.o.uk. ..1‘\;I:uw.thecrawiernen)'er.co.uli s S ¢ S ec‘.al {ace
PUBLICATIONS S , i BN g ocenssorchara P OO N P

ANDY MUNCKTON FIELD SALES MANAGER ‘BRIDPORT- ""‘HONlTON .

fFJ}I,_. X
07823 346 666 © theflyerpublications@gmail.com - — - We are a dog-free site * Open 10am - 4pm Wednesday - Sunday
COVERING HONITON, DUMKESWELL,

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCEED! : JOEMELR CINDEDIHGHY Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF ¢ www.blackburyfarm.co.uk ¢ 01404 871600

www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
n
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LOADS OF ALL YOUR GARDEN FAVOURITES IN STORE AT GREAT PRICES!

Visit our
P— The Madrid t has a stylish finish that combi e Nitchen, '
— . e Madrid corner set has a stylish finish that combines T Restaura, i
t Madrid the classic weave with a more modern contemporary £949 | & '"dependl:m BUY ONE GET ONE FREE%
? Corner group structure. Made using high quality aluminium it will never Boutique LEVINGTONS essential compost
£1299 rust, and the resin weave has been fade tested in UK

conditions for over 12 years! A great all round

compost for your
The ceramic table is strong and less likely to gardZn y
shatter than glass. It can also be lowered to ..at a great price!
be used as a coffee table easily.
. , One offer per household
Comes with Free covers worth over £200! Must be produced

in store before 20-4-24

= e Something a bit different! 12.75kg SUNFLOWER HEARTS
FREE COVEF§! : . \ A e i =5 ! The Ocean range really stands out from the crowds.

| | 0 Only £14.99
Complete with weather proof cushions, aluminium frame, all with this voucher gt

Our Madrid range also comes with dinning sets. weather uv resistant rope and a hydraulic high low table. l Rrp £32.99

All benefit from ceramic tables, stackable armchairs

- We have limited stock left, and once it's gone it's gone!
and shower proof cushions.

Clearance price £949! One offer per household

Bistro £349 Must be produced
4 seater round £599 in store before 20-4-24
6 seaterrectangle£799 P/ - P/ o= -0 N R S S e Ol (D oootToooooooooooeseeeee e

All supplied with FREE covers!

20kg
Within the St Ives range we offer this companion recliner . :
set. Complete with side table, 2 high back armchairs and 2 Seed & Cutting !
foot stools. Compost |
Again it's provided with Free covers and shower proof When you spend !

FREE ¢

£170 on seeds!

_______________________________________

Cut out offers & redem before 20-4-24
one per house

cushions....a great value addition
to any garden for 5
only £749! Rrp £1299

8 53

This classic design fits well in most gardens. Its soft grey
colour is timeless and works in most spaces. ‘ '
Constructed from aluminium frame and will never rust. All

these chairs are solid welded ‘ '
and need do assembly.

The table has a high to low system and a polly wood finish that
is scratch and stain resistant.

£1299 with FREE covers rrp £2399

The largest of our St Ives range is this oval 6 seater set.
Every chair has a reclining back, shower proof cushions
and come fully assembled.

Aluminium frame furniture offers peace of mind, and
it's free cover means your set will always be clean and
ready for use.

4 seater round set £999
6 seater over £1499

COMBE

GARDEN CENTRE

,
7]

01404 515600  Hayne Lane, Gittisham Honiton, Devon EX14 3PD FOLLOW US f

info@combegardencentre.com  www.combegardencentre.com for daily deals & News

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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4lyoufrommeisacharminggift

andicoffee shop onHoniton's
High'Street.

Celebrating our third year on Honiton's
High Street, ‘4 You From Me’ continues

to be a charming gift and coffee haven.
Established by owners Simon and Alistair,
this independent retail gem offers a
delightful array of gifts, furnishing pieces,
and irresistible impulse buys.

Having fulfilled their dream of opening a
unique gift and coffee shop, Simon and
Alistair invite you to explore our innovative
and stylish gift ideas for all occasions.
Whether you want to express gratitude,
reward, impress, congratulate, or entice, we
have the perfect selection for you. Choose
your gift, your card, and the wrapping
paper, and let us take care of the wrapping
while you savor a cup of our amazing
coffee and treat yourself to homemade
cake or a light lunch.

In our third year, ‘4 You From Me' proudly
serves an array of morning delights paired

with exceptional coffees, tempting light
lunches featuring homemade soup, and
a mouthwatering selection of homemade
cakes, sweet and savory scones.

COMPLETE
CONTROL

local help from a national company

Plant Services

Fenny Bridges, Honiton

Openialliaayat
06 line nign stree

Lrionitons

WE SPECIALIZE IN HIRE OF PLANT
MACHINERY, GARDENCARE
& ACCESS MACHINERY.

Cherry Pickers

Crushers

Dumpers

Excavators

Scissor Lifts

Rollers

Woodchippers and more..

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.CPLANTSERVICES.COM OR
CALL 01404 850357

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

‘ , GIFTS, COFFEE & MORE

Unique gifts homewares and
coffee in Honiton, Devon

Smile maker.
Life changer.
Support worker.

A little support goes a long way. People with
learning disabilities and autism can achieve and
thrive with support from the right people in the right place.

We're looking for new support workers to join our supported living and
registered care teams, on full-time, part-time or relief contracts.
All training provided — just bring the smile.

Visit www.unitedresponse-jobs.org.uk
or call Tamsin on 07787 795615

United
Response

In locations across Devon, including Honiton, Exeter,
Exmouth, Newton Abbott and Torquay.

Registered charity no. 265249

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



THE DREWE ARMS

Rob, Nat, Rebecca, Austin and their team are looking =
forward to welcoming you to The Drewe Arms!

The Drewe is a 16th Century building, with all its
beautiful and quirky features you would expect to
find in a pub of its age. It is nestled in the Blackdown
Hills, an area of outstanding natural beauty. The
village itself is a beautiful chocolate box village
vibrant with a wonderful friendly atmosphere.

Whether you choose to settle in by the wood-burning
stove, which casts a gentle warm bonhomie to all or,
if the weather is kind, out into the expansive garden
where the patio and grassed areas sport chunky
tables and benches, you are sure to find a spot to
relax and enjoy the occasion.

Wood fired pizza's available on selected
weekends throughout the summer.

Live music nights througout the summer,

please see our social media channels for more information.

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 12pm

Award winning freshly cooked food using
local produce and even some of our home
grown fruit and vegetables.

Food service times; 12-3pm & 5-8.30pm

THE DREVVE ARMS Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm
01404 841267 £ www.facebook.com/TheDreweArms

www.drewearmsinn.co.uk @thedrewearms

The Drewe Arms | Broadhembury | Honiton = Devon | EX14 3NF

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

m

NEW PATIENTS,

THE

HONITON As your

EYE we are very excited
CLINIE to welcome you!

www.honitoneyeclinic.co.uk

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




FROM ROOF TOP TO ROAD SIDE — SORTED!

‘-_-_{-a §
p:a;; S Lushious Iandscapes E[

YOUR EXPERT TEAM (=750

THEHARD |~
LANDSCAPE
&FENCING

We create stunning gardens that
[ast a lifetime — and we can
maintain them too, so when
we build — we build to LAST

© Landscaping & patio builds

* Fences huilt

o Stump grinding

* Turfing specialists

© Drive, patios or paths cleaned

o Leaf clear up

* Hedges trimmed

® Garden cleared

® Roof cleaned & treated

GOON, GETTHE GORILLAS IN' |\ RN Mareioll | RN TG

— FOUNDER T"

8

GARDENS

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

| GET IT DONE GET THE GORILLA TEAM INI

‘FENCE IT AND FORGETIT

From post and rail to a full height boundary fences that provide privacy and security,
every property is different and needs the right fence for the situation. Fit for purpose.
Do it once, do it right.

THE GORILLA APPROACH TO FOOL-PROOF FENCES:
Gorilla will visit your site to:

carefully measure, take photographs

identify obstacles or obstructions, check the ground, establish a fence plan
agree the exact position for your fence

make sure you get the very best value fence for your situation

We can speak with neighbours if you would like us to as well so they know to
expect us there. A written quote will be provided for every fence.

On acceptance, we agree the dates and schedule it in so we get the job done for you.
A FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER

Safety and Security - Pets, children and the security of your property during all fencing
works is considered. We have specific job management plans to minimise identified risks.

Gorilla fences come with a minimum 24-month materials and workmanship guarantee.
Timber is a natural material. It doesn’t always behave as expected.

Should anything go wrong, a panel, board, post or rail need replacing, a quick call

will have it sorted for you. No cost, no hassle and certainly no problem.

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



River Exe
Healthcare

A Textile Shop with Workshop Studio

Quilting fabrics, haberdashery, Happy and
small selection of dressmaking fabrics Supported in
Craft, Textile & Sewing Workshops
your home

o www.thimblestitch-devon.co.uk
infothimblestitch@gmail.com 01404 549871

Devonshire Way, Heathpark, Honiton EX14 1YF “opposite Vale Vets”

OTTERY OFFICE & COMPUTER LTD

OFFICE SUPPLIES - COMPUTER - MEDIA SERVICES
28 Mill Street, Ottery St Mary

the highest qu

with compassion and o Support

g ! kindness.
Printing Service - Anytlung from Cards to Plans & Photos
Print from Email, Phone or USB
top PHO’NE' o&!on: su"6' and - @ 3;219‘5}214‘17“6‘7 www.riverexehealthcare.co.uk
0

Bed & Mattress Centre
We spend a third of our lives in bed... make it the right one
SLEEP LIKE ROYALTY WITHOUT THE PRICE TAG! | *Free delivery within
Visit h ¢ NEW a 20 mile radius
181t our showroom to see our
luxury traditional mattresses y. l’lglgi)l/l\l:oluﬁ ] IE:fles ;eut;lgh‘:;;lu
- Handmade in the UK by BedCentre Old bed disposal
- Natural sumptuous fillings - undertaken (charges
including cotton, wool, silk, apply)
pashmina, alpaca wool and Special size beds
bamb *
Varfl > 3 made to order
- Variety of pocket spring
counts from 1000 - 9000 o Adjustable beds
- Range of mattress tensions '~ % available
available from Soft to a Firm ) « Open 6 days a week
Orthopaedic feel Monday to Saturday
- Delivery within 1-3 weeks 9.30am-4pm
We believe quality speaks louder « Experienced sales
than labels. Find your perfect staff to help you find
bed today and get the ultimate
good night’s sleep s T . the perfect bed
Your local long-standing, family-run bed and mattress supplier
CLASSIC POCKET
1000 PROMOTION
4ft 6 Classic Pocket 1000
Divan Set

Containing 1000 Individually
pocketed springs. Medium
Tension. High quality damask.
Turning handles and vents.

o 2 Free Drawers!
o Free Matching Headboard! ——

. raimnatin, m

ooy, I
20+ fabric options

3ft - £499 ’!

4ft & 4t 6 - £599

5ft - £699

6ft - £849

Contact: 01395 579576

Email: info@sidmouthbeds.co.uk 120 High Street, Sidmouth EX10 8EE

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

CARAV. MOTORHOME /J§ f /\

MOTORHOME ), CARAVAN
& HABATITION CHECKS @ crpviciNG
MOTORHOME ACCIDENT
% DAMP REPAIRS REPAIRS
¥ MOTORHOME ONSITE HABITATION

VEHICLE SERVICES

SOLAR PANELS o _
% & LEISURE BATTERIES VALETINE

CALL US ON: 01460 63320

info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk

www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA20 1RR

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




The new year of talks organised by Honiton u3a
kicks off at 2 p.m. on Wednesday April 17%, when
Helen Baggott gives a talk entitled “From Bombs
to Bournville”. Her illustrated talk includes the
story of a family who helped build torpedoes
and buildings. And she discusses the story of a
man from Cornwall whose invention transformed
manufacturing on both sides of the Atlantic.

May 15% sees Toni Hiscocks give a talk about
Hospiscare, which does such important work in
our community. Hospiscare supports nearly 2,000
patients and their families every year across
Exeter, Mid and East Devon, and needs to raise
around £10 million a year to continue doing so.
Just 18 per cent of the charity’s income comes
from the NHS.

On June 19™, Jenny Mallins delivers a fascinating
insight into five generations of her family who
lived in India during the days of the British

Raj. Her presentation, entitled “Walking into
Grandmother’s Kitchen at Christmas: a British
Raj lifestyle”, contains an extensive collection

of sepia photographs and the story of a 170
year-old cookbook penned by her four-times
Grandmother in 1844.

And on July 17th Barry Hamblin talks about
“Lavender, the Forgotten Herb”. Barry explores
the history of lavender, how it is grown, different
varieties, its properties and uses. His talk is

.,'bé\'. ‘;.'.i i

based on his and his wife’s experience running a
lavender farm in Somerset.

As well as the monthly talks, Honiton u3a runs
around 30 Activity Groups, ranging from Walking
and Nature Appreciation, to Current Affairs

and History, from Book Groups and Poetry
Appreciation to Knitting and Crochet.

In addition, Honiton u3a has also recently
organised several popular one-off events. These
included a First Aid session for members, which
gave those who attended essential practice

in CPR and some awareness of Defibrillators.
And new members were invited to a special
meeting to meet the Committee and Activity
Group leaders who were seeking potential new
members.

This year, they have been examining the
possibility of starting a group to play Pickleball,
one of the country’s fastest-growing sports.

Over the last 12 months, the group has
welcomed 60 new members to its ranks.

A spokesperson for Honiton u3a said that
their ethos can be summed up in the famous
quotation by the poet W. B. Yeats, who wrote:
“There are no strangers here; only friends you
haven’t met yet.”

To find out more about Honiton u3a and how to
join, go to: u3asites.org.uk/honiton/home

Martin Long
Press Office Honiton U3A

‘There are no strangers here; Only friends you haven’t met yet’

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

_ THE COAST

o

AL BOUTIQUE ~

62 HIGH ST, HONITON
WWW.THECOASTALBOUTIQUE.COM

Hangar 1. Marcus Road
Dunkeswell, EX14 4LB
Tel: 01404 891833 NAVA

email: info@mstauctioneers.co.uk
Website: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk

AUCTIONEERS

easy Live Auction com

MONTHLY AUCTIONS

of

Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia
Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture
Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment
Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers
Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment
Woodworking Equipment &Timber
Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles
Classic Cars & Boats

Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales

Crown Derby £860 Steinway Grand £6,600  Moorcroft Vases £950 Vanden Plas 1963 £35,500

Asset Valuations  On Site Auctions  Probate Valuations Insolvency Sales

Hardy Motor Boat £10,400

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




TRUCKS - MONSTER TRUCKS - FUN FAIR - LIVE MUSIC - KI REA - LIVE ARENA - TRADE - CAMPING - WALL OF DEATH

fibers, heritage yarns, sustainability, and ethical
crafting. Proudly designated a Rowan flagship
store, we offer the full Shetland spindrift range
and are the sole stockists of Hedgehog Fibres
in the southwest.

A Family owned business established in 2013 EStthShed 4 201.3' The Lacg P.(n.lttery B
family-owned business specializing in natural
RO el

Our diverse offerings encompass patchwork,
embroidery, spinning, felting, and a
forthcoming ready-to-wear line. Join our
Wednesday knit nights and upcoming
skill-enhancing classes. Count on us for project
aid, crafting guidance, or a friendly chat.

)

Lace Knittery Discover our unique range, including self- i
& produced yarns, kits, and patterns, all drawing
We specialise in natural fibres, heritage yarns, from the enchanting British
sustainability, and ethical crafting. Isles. Let every colour at

07795193219 or 07795197473 Thd Lace Jnillen-woas
a captivating tale. We

await your visit at our
Rowan flagship store for
an unforgettable crafting

www.thelaceknittery.com journey.

thelaceknittery@outlook.com @ @thelaceknittery We hope to see i Seos

The Manor Annexe, Horton Manor,
Horton Cross, liminster TA19 9PY

Open: Monday-Saturday 9:30-4pm.

\ | HONITON
§ | CHIROPRACTIC
3 | CLINIC

Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

e 2 L
WWW.DEVONTRUCKSHOW.CO.UK

I8TH s ISTH MAY 2024

SMEATHARPE AIRFIELD, SMEATHARPE, NR HONITON, DEVON EX14 4S.

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic.

[ Austin Wells-Burr McChiro DC LRCC
Sasha Moores MChiro Tel: 01404 549270
191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ find us on facebook

for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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EX14 AREA MAP HONITON TOWN MAP
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1. 4 You From Me Ltd 12. Desire Jewellers 23. Sidmouth Bed Centre MOBILE SERVICES:
2. Antiques Bazaar 13. Devon Truck Show 24. The Chippee ! :
3. Axminster Garden Machinery 14. East Devon Lock & Key 25. The Coastal Boutique AHM Installations
4. Blackbury Honey Farm 15. Everys Solicitors 26. The Drewe Arms Colourfence
5. Blue Pencil Gallery 16. First Light Home Improvements 27. The Honiton Eye Clinic Complete Weed Control
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9. Churchill Retirement Living 20. Lymebay Winery 30. Thimblestitch River Exe He?t Care
10. Combe Garden Centre 21. MST Auctioneers 31. Total Plumbing Trees & Fencing
11. Curt Willis Motors 22. Ottery Office & Computers Ltd 32. Twin Coast Campers United Response
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Welcome to boys and girls.
All coaches trained and

DBS checked.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

STUART PERRY (JUNIOR CHAIR)
07737 073843

CORE VALUES

TEAMWORK RESPECT

ENJOYMENT DISCIPLINE SPORTSMANSHIP

f;.

« L

ARPRANIIE WY

S

let us inspire &
transform your home

Our service includes:

v Free Home Visit & Measure
v Showroom Consultations
v CAD Designs

v Free Delivery

Contact us today to book your free,
no-obligation home measure, design
and quote

+ HA101AL

Your local plumbers merchant

v Friendly knowledgeable staff

v Everything from tap spares to
full heating systems

Trade accounts for businesses e \,\o\‘qde“r’
5,
Q
A0S 9
O 01404 540280 0 e
\\
. e up®
e Units 2, 3, 4 Gloucester Crescent, Heathpark 2°
Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 5DB 00
I\
@ escapebathrooms.com | totalplumbing.co.uk 000"

ﬁ

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




FRIENDS OF HONITON STATION

Everyone in this country it seems loves a good
anniversary. We are always looking back to

the events of the past, sometimes with nostalgia,
sometimes with a sigh of relief that those days are
over. Such backward looking can sometimes help
us think differently about the present, and come
up with ways to improve the future. There is an old

saying, that if we don’t learn the lessons of the past,

we are doomed to repeat it.

Railway people are no exception. Recently, | read
Christian Wolmar's latest book on the history of
British Rail. As well as de-bunking some tired old
myths about BR, such as the disgusting sandwiches,
it was fascinating to see how for generations

the benefits of a coherent railway network were
undervalued, while road travel was seen as the
answer to every question.

It is only now that we are seeing how short-sighted
that view was, and how hard it is to reverse
decades of under-investment or station closures, to
rebuild a network fit for a de-carbonised future.

How different it all looked in the Victorian era.

If anything, the problem then was that foo many
groups, often with conflicting agendas, sought
to build railways here, there and

everywhere, without any overall plan. [T
passing old Honiton sig
Credit: Dave Withey

Lines often duplicated each other,
or ran in areas where there was
only a dubious need for a railway.
No wonder it was dubbed “Railway
Mania.”

Some form of rationalisation was
inevitable, and indeed necessary. The
problem was that by the 1970s it was
clear that this process had gone too

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

far. And railways which we now badly need to help
alleviate road congestion around big cities or to
provide a life-line to smaller communities just aren’t
there, or will cost a fortune to rebuild.

This will no doubt be on everyone’s mind as

we begin to plan for next year's big railway
anniversary, Railway 200 which, as its name
suggests, celebrates the opening of the first fully-
fledged railway between Stockton and Darlington
in 1825.

Railway 200 will be a great opportunity to
remember the huge benefits that a national railway
network has brought us, how surprisingly close

we came 50 years ago to it being reduced to a
skeleton of InterCity routes, with the Waterloo to
Exeter line through Honiton closed and counties
such as Cornwall cut off completely.

The anniversary will help us celebrate how, despite
the overlaps and duplication, the Victorian pioneers
have bequeathed to us a priceless gift: the means to
travel across our country, for business or pleasure,
without having to use our cars.

Martin Long.
Chairman - FRIENDS OF HONITON STATION.

Union of South Africa,

nal box on November 6™ 2005.

_________

A.G.IVl.

Axminster Garden Machinery

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ SPARES
Independent Specialists

ALWAYS GREAT SEASONAL DEALS AVAILABLE IN STORE
® Sales *® Service ® Spares

....Small enough to care, ....Big enough to cope

l%!u'r% O o s::n’ ‘iCAT Suirrm
> Simplicily, v WIALKER

nnpaf ey Cub Cndet LMANEMTS
e ELIET 2o 1Pase

Unit 1A Weycroft Avenue, Millway Rise, Axminster, EX13 5HU
Tel: 01297 631186
www.axminstergard hinery.co.uk

We serve quality Fish and Chips
on Honiton High Street.

Our food is honest, simply prepared,
and fried fresh in front of you
from 5pm every evening
and 12-2pm on Friday & Saturday.

You can also pre-order your food on our website

cninnee.cn.ul(

136-158 High Street, Honiton, EX14 11X

F°HONITON HEARING CENTRE

::Did You Know?
——HEarmgloss is the
- third most common
*long-term health

- Hearing Aid Consultations
- Hearing Aid Repairs

- Earwax Removal

- Tinnitus Assistance 2 O
- Hearing Tests

- Speech Mapping

& })..

N Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999

. Our professional team
" offer personal care
- for you

Make an appointment online via www.honiton-hearing.co.uk

Call us 01 404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members

Our team continues to provide our
SovER customers with excellent services for all
types of hearing related issues. &%

Need your hearing aid repaired? |
We offer warranted repairs to all makes [registered

and models of private hearing aids.

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




LU Domestic and Commercial : _
I REES & l ENCING _ a1 Locksmith Services, Specialists I '
: b L1 in uPVC lock repairs. 4
GENERAL LANDSCAPES kA B ' it :
T WE ALSO DO . B o @ \

R - Kcycutting N e & {

LR ®  Shoe Repairs & Care 1

2.3 ® Engravin,

. o | In our shop We stock over 1200 Large range of shoe care

WE SELL - different key planks and a;en products mdudmg laces,
Locks | keycutting specialists, including | insoles, polishes and protectors,
Padlocks & Security Products 7= the cutting of cylinder, mortice, -
Parts for uPVC windows & doors curity and ¢
dimple, securty

Shoe Care
Leather Purses & Bags

Cleaning Supplies & Zippo Lighters

ar keys.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 2pm

126 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1JP - ; :
01404 47052 8 We also Supply and engrave
www.eastdevonlockandkey.co.uk i ke R R

5 ' allsizes, po
info@eastdevonlockandkey.co.uk s into discuss your
equirements,

Large stock of locks, padlocks
and security products.

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

Book Your Tyre Fitting
MOT Test with

Exhausts
Us Today

Brakes
Cambelts
Clutches

Hours of Operation =5 | R Auto Air Conditioning
Mon - Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm [ :
Saturday: Closed fo . ' .
Sunday: Closed - Minor Repairs

Diagnostics

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area

Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




Ancient tollroads

There was a recent success for the people, shopkeepers
and motorists of Honiton, last month with the scrapping
of the hugely unpopular proposal from DCC to
introduce parking charges to the High Street.
Honiton, one of eight pilot towns in Devon, being trialled for
the ‘pay to park’ scheme were unanimously shelved after

a huge outcry from the community however, there were
times when similar highway fees were not so reliant on
public opinion! These negative, mutual feelings of charging
the traveller hark back to the days of our grandparents’
grandparents when tolls and turnpikes were the car tax of
the time as this month we see the centenary of the end of
the vast majority of the old West Country tolls!

Turnpike trusts were setup in the mid to late 18th century to
fund dramatic improvements to the country's infrastructure,
which had not been addressed for centuries. Under this
scheme users of the turnpike roads would have to halt

at tollhouses and pay a fee to use the next section of the
highway. Honiton Turnpike Trust was formed in 1765 and at
its height consisted of some twenty tollhouses.

Whilst the turnpikes tolls greatly improved the roads they
were staggeringly unpopular and many found ingenious
ways of getting around them. One such local rogue, a farmer
from Awliscombe, travelled the course of the Gissage, still
being a right of way, but with no tolls gates on the river bed.
He frequently drove cattle, bought from the Honiton market,
up to where the river meets Littletown, which was outside

the toll area. He was then able to ramble down the west
side of town back to Awliscombe without passing any toll
gates and thus got away without paying penny!

With the arrival of the railway and the decline in stage
coach travel, by the second half of the nineteenth century,
Turnpike Trusts were approaching financial ruin. In 1877 the
majority of the Honiton toll houses were sold off
and by 1885 all the town's turnpikes had been abandoned;
however, surprisingly the tolls remained in many other
places.

With the end of the era fast approaching in Totnes the toll
gates were taken down and were publicly burnt yet it was
not until June 2nd 1910 that the toll charges at Honiton were
finally completely abolished. There was said to have been
public “rejoicing"” and “public entertainment” at the removal
of these hugely unpopular charges. Honiton was, in fact,
thought to be the last town to have had an active tollhouse.
Most other West Country tolls, not including bridges, ended
in April 1924 and the Road Traffic Act of 1930 finally
brought a unanimous end to all the few remaining
tolls gates.

Only three of the town'’s tollhouses survived into the
twenty first century, one of which was sadly demolished
with the arrival of the residential complex on the site of
former Holyshute House. Today only two remain, one being
the ‘Copper Castle’ on the A35 and ‘Manna House'
which lies just before Exeter Road meets the A30.

TJerry Darrant - March 2024

Homton Toll Abolition Celebrations, June 2nd 7970
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ColourFence Fencing, built to last for at least 25 years!

ColourFence is becoming increasingly popular across the UK with homeowners .
fed up of losing their garden fences to winter storms and the hassle of replacing
them. Equally, timber fences decay rapidly and require regular treatment with
paint and chemical cleaners.

Unlike standard timber fences, ColourFence is designed to resist harsh weather
conditions and will withstand wind gusts of up to 130mph! The weatherproof and
durable ColourFence range has a number of core benefits that appeal to homeowners, it’'s guaranteed
not fo warp, crack, rot, peel or colour fade for the next 25 years.

When fencing maintenance costs are high, you want an option that is easy, low mainfenance and cost-
effective; and Colourfence is all those things and more, not least the 25-year guarantee. No painting,
preserving, repairs or harsh cleaning chemicals, just an occasional hose down to keep it looking as good
as new.

There's a choice of colours available, green, brown, cream and blue — to harmonise and enhance your
garden’s design. Choose a trellis in the same shade or contrasting colour.

Both sides of the panels are the same colour meaning both you and your neighbour have a stunning
fence to look at year after year, helping you build good neighbourly relations.

The panels are 2.35 metres wide compared to 1.8 metres wide for standard fimber panels (so you need
fewer panels like for like) and can be cut on-site fo custom fit your garden, whatever the size and the
natural contours of your land. Our fraditional metal garden gates are ideal for front gardens or driveways.
With the ability to choose from simple drop bolts fo key operated deadlocks we can guarantee the safety
of your garden.

For further information and to arrange a free no obligation survey call 01823 792029 or visit
colourfencetaunton.co.uk

Safe, Secure & very, very strong....

The ULTIMATE garden fence

Colourfence are transforming gardens across
Somerset.

A garden fence built to last, with colourfence once
it's up it stays’ up, resisting wind gusts of up to
130mph!

Colourfence panels are made from innovative
Colorbond Steel and are guaranteed to last at least
25 years, an occasional wash down with water will
leave your fence looking beautiful year after year.

Available in a variety of heights and colours, with
or without trellis.

A fence that requires no painting or treatment!

The Fence that repairs itself.

Ifyou scratch or cut
| 2 SRS Colourfence, the
ﬁ 5 oo ingenious zinc

The only fence that won't

Zincalume steel reacts
Q{warp @crack @shrink Grot SBpeel @break @blow over

..well for 25 years, at least!

aprotective barrier to
prevent any corrosion
with no action needed
fromyou.

STRONG, SECURE & BUILT TO LAST!

For a free no-obligation site visit, please call Jordan or Courtney & i - r 9l :lMAne INBRITAIN
renes Eé @ i) Checkatrade.com
tel: 01823 792029 | colourfencetaunton.co.uk

ﬁ

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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During the last few months Honiton
Lions have been busy raising money to
enable them to support charities and
good causes.

In December 2023, by kind permission of
Tesco, several Lions members spent two days at
the company's supermarket collecting money in
aid of Devon Air Ambulance Trust. Thanks
to the generosity of Tesco customers, £620
was collected for the charity.

During March the Lions, with the support of
local businesses and pub landlords, raffled
20giant Easter eggs. This is an annual

fundraising project which normally raises in

excess of a £1000.

Money taken from the club’s charity account,
together with the profits from recently held
fundraising events enabled the Lions to make
the following donations.

£250 to Awliscombe Primary School for
the purchase of litter picking equipment.

£200 to Offwell resident Steve Branch
who is running in the London Marathon to
raise money for VICTA a national charity that
provides support for children and young adults
who are blind or partially sighted.

As always if you would like to find out more about Lions Clubs International and in
particular the Honiton Club please give me a call on 01404 43738

or mobile 07966 173 828

or you can email me at brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk
or visit our website www.honitonlions.org.uk

S22 HONITON
a LIONS

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

ANIMATION INSPIRED GALLERY

HIDDEN OAK
EQUESTRIAN LTD & COUNTRY CAFE
£250 fo a Lions member who is raising money
for Hospiscare by participating in that
charity’s “Men’s Walk” event.

81 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1PG
www.bluepencilgallery.com
Instagram: bluepencilgallery

Tack & Supplements, Feed & Bedding

£500 to the Honiton Museum for building
works to restore a section of the lath and
plaster ceiling.

£520 to Ukrainian refugees who reside
in the Honiton area. Most of this money was
collected, by the Lions, from the public in 2023.

9 [ R E

Engraving - Wedding Jewellery - Watches
Repair Service - Silver & Gold - Valuation Service

Country Cafe, Open 7 Days a week
for Breakfast & Lunch

Honiton Lions Club PRO Lion David Rickard.

119 HIGH STREET, HONITON, EX14 1LS
TEL: 01404 42419

www.desirejewels.co.uk

Telephone: 01392 247250
sales@hidden-oak.couk | www.hidden-oak.co.uk
EX5 2JP

Sidmouth Road | Aylesbeare

Welcome to the
Lyme Bay Winery
Cellar Door

W' Bring this ad }
i to get 10% off E?
Lyme Bay
goodies!*

=

L]
il

Visit us to discover our wide range of award-winning drinks, made here on site. We are passionate about producing delicious,
English still and sparkling wine, Fruit wine, Mead, Cider, Gin, Rum and Liqueurs. Come and find out why the judges gave us

a Specialist Retailer Gold Award, learn how we create our fabulous products and have a little taste of course!

Lyme Bay Winery, Shute, Axminster, Devon EX13 7PW what3words location ///grapes.winemaker.gosh
t: 01297551355 e: steve.richardson@lbwdrinks.co.uk www.lymebaywinery.co.uk

Opening hours are Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 4:30. Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00. Sunday 11:00 - 3:00.

*Guided Tasting Experiences must be pre-booked. Please email us for full package details.
*Exclusions apply, please ask in Cellar Door for full details. In person sales in Cellar Door only.

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




Enhancing Home Safety and Comfort for-Thosein Need s

As we age or face physical challenges, a safe and -
accommodating home becomes crucial. If daily tasksare K
becoming difficult, consider improvements. §stallations.co.u

Financial assistance is available through the Disable
Facilities Grant (DFG), offering up to £30,000 forhome
alterations. This may involve bathroom and Kitchemn &
renovations, creating wetrooms or bedrooms on the

ground floor, and more. Contact your local council’or

visit www.gov.uk/disabled-facilities-grants to apply.

With over 24 years of experience, we specialize in
creating bespoke accessible bathrooms and wetrooms:
Minor adjustments, like adding grab rails or installing
walk-in baths or showers, can greatly improve your
daily life.

We're here to guide you every step of the way. Our
friendly home surveyors assess your needs, providing
customized solutions within your budget. Our 'Excellent’
Trustpilot rating reflects our commitment to excellence.

At AHM Installations, we're a family-run business,
putting our customers first. If you need our assistance,
call us at 01460 601123.

Walk-in Shower

or Wetroom?
We can help you decide

* Specialists in accessible
bathing

* Walk-in showers. walk-in
baths and wetrooms

* Free home visits and
guotations

* Full design and installation
service

* Over 24 years experience

* Rated ‘Excellent’ on
Trustpilot

= * Discounts for ex-military
personnel
a |nstqllat|ons
safer affordable bathing
0
H Trustpilot Request a free brochure

o pEntE 01404597482 (@) B SlEE ..

o orted . .
Checkatrade.com mpmmeein |\ \ww.ahminstallations.co.uk

a
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ARAGE DOORS

QUALITY NEW GARAGE DOORS, REPAIRS AND AUTOMATION

OURSHOWROOMIISINOW/OPEN!

CALL PETE TODAY TO VISIT OUR BRAND NEW HONITON SHOWROOM

AND VIEW THE SUPERB RANGE OF “GARADOR" DOORS IN ACTION

\9?‘00]'0 & ORDERS Tilﬂﬂlili“llllT 20241 01.404 432.3.8
HOME .mw!_'u[.@mHT 07735 414746

FIND US AT UNIT 5, 18 KING Si‘, HONITON EX14 1AF

+ Residential & Commercial Property
+ Family Law
Whatever you r + Inheritance Tax

» Wills, Trusts and Probate

+ Personal Injury

legal needs,
talk to Everys.

+ Disputes and Claims

+ Company & Commercial

+ Agricultural/Rural

Located across East Devon and Somerset, our
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to V y

guide you through your matter from start to finish.

Call us on 01404 43431
or email law@everys.co.uk everys.co.uk

Honiton * Exeter « Exmouth * Seaton * Sidmouth  Tiverton * Taunton < Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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ly Famil
Road in the 1940's. A regular plage of wgrrgll:if 1;;::; ‘
celebration for Catholics of all nationalities through B ! :
the years. Photo credit Rob Pring. i ’ .
Fresh flowers for sale outside in Honiton High
Street. Photo from private collection.
0 Vo 1i0 Wl ¢ Ak inal

N.B. Devon's Multicultural History project — Telling Our
Stories, Finding Our Roots is managed by the global
learning charity, Devon Development Education (DDE).
Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, the
project is continuing in Honiton and in Ilfracombe during
2023/2024 and follows on from similar projects in Exeter
(R013), Tiverton, Bideford and Okehampton (2019-2020).
Facts that have been uncovered in DDE's previous
successful projects, include the historical verification that
Exeter had a sizeable population of French Hugenots by
1715 and that 'enslaved people' were freed at a crossroads
in Okehampton, as far back as 980 AD. The charity,

which is based in Exeter, has over 20 years experience

of providing expertise to schools and communities in
Devon. Its main aim is to 'provide a window on the world,
to enable children and adults to understand links between
their own lives and those of others worldwide'. The hope
being that by working together, people will 'help to create
a just and sustainable world for everyone.'

Telling our stor
ek rie
Finding Our Roots.

————  HONITON

) A L Pr.ojecft Coordinator Hildg, Kalap and classic;;,i-
l 2. guitarist Jose Rodrigo Jimenez Monroy at the
Community Heritage Coordinator for TOSFOR in Honiton, Jess Huffman (2nd left), with

: ] the Honito ] P
Volunteers from th Heritage Centre in Exeter. Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Rootg”
volunteers Candida, Anne, Maggie and Peace, at the Thelma Hulbert Gallery. g i

of TOSFOR at the Devon o N e
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1 and the Tlfracombe branches launch party of the multicultura] history project,
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PUZZLES e

SUDOKU 1 SUDOKU 2

2 9 '8 217 3 1
9 8 2 956
5 3|6 4|7 2
4 7 3 1 6 2
7 4 2 4(9 3
6 711 3 7195 1
781 1 5 7
3
3 6 115 8 4 2
Level: Easy Level: Hard
Date: Date:
Start time: Start time:
Time to solve: Time to solve:

DO YOU LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE HONITON FLYER?
OUR VERY POPULAR QUARTERLY PUBLICATION COULD HELP YOUR BUSINESS!

Our colourful and eye-catching town guide is distributed by Royal Mail to every business and private
address around Honiton and the EX14 postcode. That is over 10,000 addresses, stretching from
Widworthy to Broadhembury, and from Feniton to Smeatharpe, plus all of Honiton Town.

All our advertisers have copies to display on their premises, and more copies are available at
ALLHALLOWS MUSEUM, WINDMILL GARAGE, THE GRAZING COW, WETHERSPOONS, TESCO,
THE HARE & HOUNDS, HIGHFIELD STORES,

We publish 4 times a year — Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring. Our next edition for Summer 2024 will
be distributed week commencing Monday | July. Booking deadline Friday 31 May 2024 .

We have our own graphics design team who can create a great advert for you M= 1T O N\
grap g g Y ‘HO N IT 0 ,\ .

absolutely free of charge. i

NEXT BOOKING DEADLINE 31 May 2024. SUDOKU ANSWERS:

DISTRIBUTION WEEK COMMENCING
Monday | July 2024.

Please call Andy Munckton on 07823 346666
or email theflyerpublications@gmail.com.

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCEED! 2nyoans L nyoans
36]
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A Great Centre for Antiques and Collectables
TRADING 7 DAYS A WEEK

[T
uliiln

The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne.TAI8 8AG

Tel: 01460 77121

i\

i www.a
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HONITON NOMADS FO0TBALL CLUB

Building a Diverse Foothall Community

| In the heart of the picturesque town

| of Honiton, a football revolution is §fHONITON NOMADS

| taking place. Honiton Nomads FC, a
| newly established club, is breaking
{ barriers and redefining inclusivity in
1 the local sports community.

| The founder Mr Benjamin Slater, an Army

| veteran & international development worker

| / businessman who recently returned from

| West Africa. Now a local postal worker wanted to

| establish something that he noticed was missing
in the community.

“This club is not just about scoring goals; it's
| about embracing diversity and creating a safe and
| friendly space, Football for all.”

| Honiton Nomads FC stands out for its unwavering
| commitment to inclusivity. Regardless of ability,
{ race, gender, sexual orientation, or religion,
everyone is welcome to join this progressive
football family. With a motto that "football is for
| everyone,' the club actively promotes diversity
and inclusion both on and off the pitch. What
| sets Honiton Nomads FC apart is its emphasis on
1 providing a safe and welcoming environment for
4 all players.

The club aims to address discrimination, racism
1 and the underrepresentation of LGBTQIA+
{ individuals in sports by offering a space where
| everyone feels valued and respected. It's not just
{ about playing football; it's much more.

| Since its inception in January 2024, Honiton
| Nomads FC has experienced exponential growth,
quickly becoming the fastest-growing club
in the area. Its inclusive ethos has resonated

with individuals from all walks of life, attracting

g hp

attention, support and admlrat|on from the wider

community, sponsors, local Government and [

On Tuesdays, members gather at
Honiton LED for kickabouts and training

sessions, where camaraderie and |

J§ sportsmanship flourish. These sessions

¥ serve as more than just a chance to hone |
football skills; they're an opportunity to |
exercise & socialise. In addition to regular | =
training, the club participates in monthly fixture [FS85 4
matches both 6/7 and 11 Aside with other like- |§

minded clubs across the country. Not only do the
players enjoy these fixtures it also demonstrates
their dedication to Honiton Nomads FC.

core, Honiton Nomads FC is about more than
just winning games. It's about creating a legacy
by championing inclusivity and providing a
safe and friendly platform for individuals, 4 =
paving the way for a more diverse and [
equitable future in sports.

As Honiton Nomads FC continues

to grow, one thing remains
certain: everyone has a place

on the pitch and in the squad. |

In a world where differences |1
too often divide us, this club '
brings varied people from the Wi
community together. =

PHOTO CREDIT
ANTHONY A ROWE L.R.PS
antrowe@ymail.com for the
photography

To become a sponsor or join Contact:
Email: honiton.nomads.fc@gmail.com
Find us Facebook @honitonnomadsfc
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AWARD WINNING RETIREMENT APARTMENTS FOR SALE

Welcome Centre Now Open

We are now reserving at Otter Lodge, Honiton. View plans of
this delightful development and be one of the first to reserve.

We’'re built on family values, integrity and trust.

So why not choose Churchill?

* LODGE MANAGER + GUEST SUITE * FREE PARKING - LIFT
* LANDSCAPED GARDENS < OWNERS’ LOUNGE -+« 24-HOUR SUPPORT

P
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HONITON Otter Lodge, Silver Street, Devon EX14 1FD
Open Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm
(] 01404 378148

B4 otter.lodge@crl.co.uk

@ crl.co.uk/otter-lodge

Churchill

Retirement Living ah

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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Home

bluebird

is where the heart is care

Let's keep it there™

Call us for a friendly
chat about care at home.

e ko il Bluebird Care East Devon

nspected and rate . 5 d ._ ; " ’,..

Wy 01404 814880

Q(C:areopa[ity / " eastdevon@bluebirdcare.co.uk
ommission J - 7

bluebirdcare.co.uk/east-devon



