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Lawns do wonders for our wellbeing. That’s why 
we’ve devised three programmes of year-round 

treatments to keep your grass a cut above.

From controlling weeds to bringing
out the green, we’ll help you to look 
after the lawn that looks after you.

Discover more at 
greenthumb.co.uk

Honiton branch - 01823 672021 
office@honiton.greenthumb.co.uk Scan here

ALL’S WELL WHEN 
THE LAWN’S WELL

WELCOME TO
The Honiton Flyer
for Spring 2024!
And a warm welcome to a number of new 
advertisers. Thank you for your support.

The other “welcome” news is that Honiton as a town has successfully had the proposed on street 
parking charges thrown-out, which is a huge relief to shoppers and businesses alike.

We have an interesting selection of editorials in this edition. 

Honiton Lions Club bring us their fundraising update on Page 10.

Then on Page 16 you will find a report from Honiton University of The Third Age (U3A). 

We are pleased to bring a recruitment message from Honiton Rugby Club on Page 22.

Martin Long, Chairman of The Friends of Honiton Station has a positive article on the 
history of local railways on Page 24.

Terry Darrant, our regular contributor on local history covers Ancient Toll Roads on Page 28, 
by way of comparison to the recent scrapping of on-street parking charges

On Pages 34 & 35 our local journalist Ana Collingridge covers a project researching Honiton’s 
multicultural past - “Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Roots”.

Finally, Honiton Nomads Football Club introduce themselves on Page 38.

Please try to support our advertisers. Reading through the variety of businesses, and the quality they are 
offering, it is difficult to see why any discerning customer would not support the local businesses
advertised in this edition.

With best wishes for Spring 2024.

Anthony Bucke. EDITOR.

Email: honiton@theantiquestourist.com
Wednesday 20 March 2024.
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Come and be  
part of this  

special place 

Garden tea room 

Honey and gift shop 

Information & courses 

Wildflower meadow  

Gardens & orchard 

Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF    www.blackburyfarm.co.uk    01404 871600 
We are a dog-free site    Open 10am - 4pm Wednesday - Sunday 



6 7Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk6 7

The Madrid corner set has a stylish finish that combines 
the classic weave with a more modern contemporary 
structure. Made using high quality aluminium it will never 
rust, and the resin weave has been fade tested in UK 
conditions for over 12 years!
The ceramic table is strong and less likely to
shatter than glass. It can also be lowered to
be used as a coffee table easily.  

Comes with Free covers worth over £200!

Something a bit different! 
The Ocean range really stands out from the crowds.
Complete with weather proof cushions, aluminium frame, all 
weather uv resistant rope and a hydraulic high low table.
We have limited stock left, and once it’s gone it’s gone!
Clearance price £949!

Our Madrid range also comes with dinning sets.
All benefit from ceramic tables, stackable armchairs
and shower proof cushions. 

Bistro £349
4 seater round £599
6 seater rectangle £799

The largest of our St Ives range is this oval 6 seater set. 
Every chair has a reclining back, shower proof cushions 
and come fully assembled. 
Aluminium frame furniture offers peace of mind, and 
it’s free cover means your set will always be clean and 
ready for use. 

4 seater round set £999
6 seater over £1499

Within the St Ives range we offer this companion recliner 
set. Complete with side table, 2 high back armchairs and 2 
foot stools. 
Again it’s provided with Free covers and shower proof 
cushions….a great value addition
to any garden for

only £749! Rrp £1299

This classic design fits well in most gardens. Its soft grey
colour is timeless and works in most spaces. 
Constructed from aluminium frame and will never rust. All 
these chairs are solid welded
and need do assembly.
The table has a high to low system and a polly wood finish that 
is scratch and stain resistant. 

£1299 with FREE covers rrp £2399

12.75kg SUNFLOWER HEARTS

Only £14.99
with this voucher 
Rrp £32.99

One offer per household 

Must be produced
in store before 20-4-24

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE
LEVINGTONS essential compost

A great all round
compost for your 
garden
…at a great price!
One offer per household 
Must be produced
in store before 20-4-24

01404 515600  Hayne Lane, Gittisham Honiton, Devon EX14 3PD 
info@combegardencentre.com  www.combegardencentre.com

LOADS OF ALL YOUR GARDEN FAVOURITES IN STORE

£5.99

VOUCHERS

£949

£749

Cut out offers & redem before 20-4-24
one per house

FREE
20kg

Seed & Cutting 
Compost

When you spend 
£10 on seeds!

Visit our
Kitchen, 

Restaurant
& Independent 

Boutique

+
FREE
Covers

FOLLOW US
for daily deals & News

 AT GREAT PRICES!

Madrid
Corner group

£1299

FREE Covers!

All supplied with FREE covers!
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4 you from me is a charming gift 
and coffee shop on Honiton’s
High Street. 
Celebrating our third year on Honiton’s 
High Street, ‘4 You From Me’ continues 
to be a charming gift and coffee haven. 
Established by owners Simon and Alistair, 
this independent retail gem offers a 
delightful array of gifts, furnishing pieces, 
and irresistible impulse buys.
Having fulfilled their dream of opening a 
unique gift and coffee shop, Simon and 
Alistair invite you to explore our innovative 
and stylish gift ideas for all occasions. 
Whether you want to express gratitude, 
reward, impress, congratulate, or entice, we 
have the perfect selection for you. Choose 
your gift, your card, and the wrapping 
paper, and let us take care of the wrapping 
while you savor a cup of our amazing 
coffee and treat yourself to homemade 
cake or a light lunch.
In our third year, ‘4 You From Me’ proudly 
serves an array of morning delights paired 

with exceptional coffees, tempting light 
lunches featuring homemade soup, and 
a mouthwatering selection of homemade 
cakes, sweet and savory scones.

Open all day at
56, The High Street Honiton.

Unique gifts, homewares and
coffee in Honiton, Devon

TEL: 01404 43300
www.4youfromme.co.uk  |  info@4youfromme.co.uk

Smile maker.  
 Life changer.  
  Support worker.
A little support goes a long way. People with  
learning disabilities and autism can achieve and  
thrive with support from the right people in the right place.

We’re looking for new support workers to join our supported living and  
registered care teams, on full-time, part-time or relief contracts.  

All training provided – just bring the smile.

Registered charity no. 265249

Visit www.unitedresponse-jobs.org.uk 
or call Tamsin on 07787 795615

In locations across Devon, including Honiton, Exeter, 
Exmouth, Newton Abbott and Torquay.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.CPLANTSERVICES.COM OR 

CALL 01404 850357

WE SPECIALIZE IN HIRE OF PLANT
MACHINERY, GARDENCARE

& ACCESS MACHINERY.

• Cherry Pickers
• Crushers
• Dumpers
• Excavators
• Scissor Lifts
• Rollers
• Woodchippers and more.....

East Devon business
providing residential
& commercial services

Weed control on hard services

Moss & algae control on hard 
surfaces

Lawn treatments

Paddock treatments

Japanese knotweed control

01404 891 444
carl@completeweedcontrol.co.uk
www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk
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NEW PATIENTS,
WELCOME!

WOULD YOU LIKE MORE FREEDOM?
...TO CONNECT WITH NATURE? 

...MORE ADVENTURES?

TWIN COAST CAMPERS CAN HELP YOU

We build the best, high quality campervans 
bespoke to your needs

Off-grid electrics, showers, heating, hot water, 
pop top roofs, remote working, and much more

Professional and comprehensive design service

Fully certified with a reassuring 12 month warranty

We convert all types and sizes of vans

www.twincoastcampers.com
07729 855 846

WE ONLY HAVE ONE BUILD SLOT LEFT  
FOR 2024, SO GET IN TOUCH NOW

 FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 12pm

Award winning freshly cooked food using 
local produce and even some of our home 
grown fruit and vegetables. 

Food service times; 12-3pm & 5-8.30pm 
Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm

www.facebook.com/TheDreweArms

@thedrewearms
01404 841267

www.drewearmsinn.co.uk 

The Drewe Arms  |  Broadhembury  |  Honiton  |  Devon  |  EX14 3NF

The Drewe Arms

The Drewe Arms
Rob, Nat, Rebecca, Austin and their team are looking 
forward to welcoming you to The Drewe Arms!

The Drewe is a 16th Century building, with all its 
beautiful and quirky features you would expect to 
find in a pub of its age. It is nestled in the Blackdown 
Hills, an area of outstanding natural beauty. The 
village itself is a beautiful chocolate box village 
vibrant with a wonderful friendly atmosphere.

Whether you choose to settle in by the wood-burning 
stove, which casts a gentle warm bonhomie to all or, 
if the weather is kind, out into the expansive garden 
where the patio and grassed areas sport chunky 
tables and benches, you are sure to find a spot to 
relax and enjoy the occasion.

Wood fired pizza’s available on selected 
weekends throughout the summer.
Live music nights througout the summer, 
please see our social media channels for more information.
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Call today for your FREE on-site no obligation Gorilla quote

We create stunning gardens that  
last a lifetime – and we can 
maintain them too, so when
we build – we build to LAST

YOUR EXPERT TEAM 
THE HARD
LANDSCAPE 
& FENCING
SPECIALIST

Call: 01404 510 253
gorillasw.com

All backed by the Gorilla ‘No worries’ Guarantee  of 100% satisfaction

– FOUNDER

Brett 
Marriott

FROM ROOF TOP TO ROAD SIDE – SORTED!

GORILLA QUALITY GARDENS BY GORILL
A

• Landscaping & patio builds
• Fences built 
• Stump grinding
• Turfing specialists
• Drive, patios or paths cleaned
• Leaf clear up
• Hedges trimmed
• Garden cleared
• Roof cleaned & treated

GO ON, GET THE GORILLAS IN!

Fences and decks perfected

Lushious landscapes

GET IT DONE, GET THE GORILLA TEAM IN!

PEACE OF MIND – GUARANTEED
Gorilla fences come with a minimum 24-month materials and workmanship guarantee.
Timber is a natural material. It doesn’t always behave as expected.
Should anything go wrong, a panel, board, post or rail need replacing, a quick call  
will have it sorted for you. No cost, no hassle and certainly no problem.

We GUARANTEE every Gorilla fence is there to last – GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

FENCE IT AND FORGET IT
From post and rail to a full height boundary fences that provide privacy and security,  
every property is different and needs the right fence for the situation. Fit for purpose.  
Do it once, do it right.

THE GORILLA APPROACH TO FOOL-PROOF FENCES:

Gorilla will visit your site to:

• carefully measure, take photographs
• identify obstacles or obstructions, check the ground, establish a fence plan
• agree the exact position for your fence
• make sure you get the very best value fence for your situation
• We can speak with neighbours if you would like us to as well so they know to   
 expect us there. A written quote will be provided for every fence. 

On acceptance, we agree the dates and schedule it in so we get the job done for you.

A FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER 

Safety and Security - Pets, children and the security of your property during all fencing 
works is considered. We have specific job management plans to minimise identified risks.
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CALL US ON: 01460 63320
info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA2O 1RR

MOTORHOME
HABATITION CHECKS

CARAVAN
SERVICING

MOTORHOME 
DAMP REPAIRS

ACCIDENT
REPAIRS

MOTORHOME
VEHICLE SERVICES

ONSITE HABITATION 
CHECKS & SERVICING

SOLAR PANELS
& LEISURE BATTERIES VALETING

VISIT O
UR

SMALL

LE
ISURE

SHOP

 Ottery Office & Computer Ltd
 www.otterycomputers.co.uk

OFFICE SUPPLIES - COMPUTER - MEDIA SERVICES
28 Mill Street, Ottery St Mary

Printing Service - Anything from Cards to Plans & Photos
Print from Email, Phone or USB

PPCC//LLaappttoopp  RReeppaaiirrss,,  PPaappeerr  &&  IInnkk  CCaarrttrriiddggeess  aanndd  mmoorree....

PPHHOONNEE::  0011440044  881144994466

www.thimblestitch-devon.co.uk 
infothimblestitch@gmail.com 01404 549871

A Textile Shop with Workshop Studio
Quilting fabrics, haberdashery,

small selection of dressmaking fabrics
Cra�, Textile & Sewing Workshops

Devonshire Way, Heathpark, Honiton EX14 1YF “opposite Vale Vets”

Happy and 
supported in 
your home

•   Home Care
•   Personal Care
•   Community Access
•   Dementia Care
•   Palliative Care
•   Complex Care Support
•   Live-in Care

Call us today
01395 264767 www.riverexehealthcare.co.uk   

We are a family-run 
business, committed 
to providing care of 
the highest quality 
with compassion and 
kindness.

River Exe

We spend a third of our lives in bed… make it the right one

Contact: 01395 579576  
Email: info@sidmouthbeds.co.uk    120 High Street, Sidmouth  EX10 8EE

- Handmade in the UK
- Natural sumptuous fillings - 

including cotton, wool, silk, 
pashmina, alpaca wool and 
bamboo

- Variety of pocket spring 
counts from 1000 - 9000

- Range of mattress tensions 
available from Soft to a Firm 
Orthopaedic feel

- Delivery within 1-3 weeks
We believe quality speaks louder 
than labels. Find your perfect 
bed today and get the ultimate 
good night’s sleep

Visit our showroom to see our NEW 
luxury traditional mattresses

CLASSIC POCKET  
1000 PROMOTION
4ft 6 Classic Pocket 1000 
Divan Set 
Containing 1000 Individually 
pocketed springs. Medium 
Tension. High quality damask. 
Turning handles and vents.
• 2 Free Drawers!
• Free Matching Headboard! 
• Coordinating base in  
 colour of your choice).  
 20+ fabric options
3ft - £499     
4ft & 4ft 6 - £599    
5ft - £699     
6ft - £849

Your local long-standing, family-run bed and mattress supplier

• Free delivery within  
 a 20 mile radius
• Free setup on all  
 beds purchased
• Old bed disposal  
 undertaken (charges  
 apply)
• Special size beds  
 made to order
• Adjustable beds  
 available
• Open 6 days a week  
 Monday to Saturday   
 9.30am–4pm
• Experienced sales  
 staff to help you find  
 the perfect bed

SLEEP LIKE ROYALTY WITHOUT THE PRICE TAG!

NEW IN 
To Sidmouth  

Bed Centre
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The new year of talks organised by Honiton u3a 
kicks off at 2 p.m. on Wednesday April 17th, when 
Helen Baggott gives a talk entitled “From Bombs 
to Bournville”. Her illustrated talk includes the 
story of a family who helped build torpedoes 
and buildings.  And she discusses the story of a 
man from Cornwall whose invention transformed 
manufacturing on both sides of the Atlantic.  

May 15th sees Toni Hiscocks give a talk about 
Hospiscare, which does such important work in 
our community. Hospiscare supports nearly 2,000 
patients and their families every year across 
Exeter, Mid and East Devon, and needs to raise 
around £10 million a year to continue doing so. 
Just 18 per cent of the charity’s income comes 
from the NHS.

On June 19th, Jenny Mallins delivers a fascinating 
insight into five generations of her family who 
lived in India during the days of the British 
Raj. Her presentation, entitled “Walking into 
Grandmother’s Kitchen at Christmas: a British 
Raj lifestyle”, contains an extensive collection 
of sepia photographs and the story of a 170 
year-old cookbook penned by her four-times 
Grandmother in 1844.

And on July 17th Barry Hamblin talks about 
“Lavender, the Forgotten Herb”. Barry explores 
the history of lavender, how it is grown, different 
varieties, its properties and uses. His talk is 

based on his and his wife’s experience running a 
lavender farm in Somerset.

As well as the monthly talks, Honiton u3a runs 
around 30 Activity Groups, ranging from Walking 
and Nature Appreciation, to Current Affairs 
and History, from Book Groups and Poetry 
Appreciation to Knitting and Crochet.

In addition, Honiton u3a has also recently 
organised several popular one-off events. These 
included a First Aid session for members, which 
gave those who attended essential practice 
in CPR and some awareness of Defibrillators. 
And new members were invited to a special 
meeting to meet the Committee and Activity 
Group leaders who were seeking potential new 
members.

This year, they have been examining the 
possibility of starting a group to play Pickleball, 
one of the country’s fastest-growing sports.

Over the last 12 months, the group has 
welcomed 60 new members to its ranks. 
A spokesperson for Honiton u3a said that 
their ethos can be summed up in the famous 
quotation by the poet W. B. Yeats, who wrote: 
“There are no strangers here; only friends you 
haven’t met yet.”

To find out more about Honiton u3a and how to 
join, go to: u3asites.org.uk/honiton/home

Martin Long
Press Office Honiton U3A

Honiton

‘There are no strangers here; Only friends you haven’t met yet’

 
 

    MONTHLY AUCTIONS    
    of       
   Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia  
   Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture 
   Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment 
   Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers 
   Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment 
   Woodworking Equipment &Timber 
   Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles   
   Classic Cars & Boats 
   Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales 
 
 
 
 
  
 
         Crown Derby £860         Steinway Grand £6,600      Moorcroft Vases £950               Hardy Motor Boat £10,400                  Vanden Plas 1963  £35,500    

 

             Asset Valuations     On Site Auctions      Probate Valuations       Insolvency Sales     

VW Beetle 1973 £9,680 MF 35 1964 £4,200 

Discovery  2017  £31,500     Navara Tekna 2017  £14,600 
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Established in 2013, The Lace Knittery is a 
family-owned business specializing in natural 
fibers, heritage yarns, sustainability, and ethical 
crafting. Proudly designated a Rowan flagship 
store, we offer the full Shetland spindrift range 
and are the sole stockists of Hedgehog Fibres 
in the southwest.

Our diverse offerings encompass patchwork, 
embroidery, spinning, felting, and a 
forthcoming ready-to-wear line. Join our 
Wednesday knit nights and upcoming
skill-enhancing classes. Count on us for project 
aid, crafting guidance, or a friendly chat.

Discover our unique range, including self-
produced yarns, kits, and patterns, all drawing 
from the enchanting British 
Isles. Let every colour at 
The Lace Knittery weave 
a captivating tale. We 
await your visit at our 
Rowan flagship store for 
an unforgettable crafting 
journey.

We hope to see you soon.

A Family owned business established in 2013

The Manor Annexe, Horton Manor, 
Horton Cross, Ilminster TA19 9PY

thelaceknittery@outlook.com @thelaceknittery

We specialise in natural �bres, heritage yarns, 
sustainability, and ethical crafting.

www.thelaceknittery.com

07795193219 or 07795197473

Open: Monday-Saturday 9:30-4pm.

Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to 
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic. 

for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Austin Wells-Burr MChiro DC LRCC
Sasha Moores MChiro Tel: 01404 549270
191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ find us on facebook 



20 21Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk20 21

Ashill

Kentisbeare Dunkeswell

Luppitt

Upottery

Rawridge

Beacon

Wick

Combe
Raleigh

Yarcombe

Wambrook

Bewley Down

Dalwood

Cotleigh

Wilmington
Offwell

Widworthy

Stockland

Membury

Smallridge

Axminster

Wyke

KilmingtonShute

Whitford

Colyton

Colyford

Farway

Church Green
Putts Corner

East Hill

Ottery St Mary

Broadhembury

Upton

Awliscombe

Weston

Lower
Cheriton

Taleford

Feniton

Gittisham

Musbury

Combpyne

Hoyton

Tytherleigh

Smeatharpe Marsh

A35
8

A30

A
30

A35

A
30

A30
3

A35

A35

A
375

Honito
n Bypass

Honito
n Bypass

HONITONHONITON

A30

A373A373

A373
A373

A
35

8

A30

High St
High St

Hon
ito

n B
yp

as
s

A30

A35

HEATHPARK

INDUSTRIAL

ESTATE

W e s t o n

A373

A373

A373

A373

River Wolf

River O
tter

River O
tter

River O
tter

W
in

ne
fo

rd
 L

n

W
in

ne
fo

rd
 L

n

Devonshire Rd

Old Eim Rd

Devonshire Rd

H
ayne Ln

St Paul s
 R

d
Si

dm
ou

th
 R

d

Kings Rd

Axminster Rd

Beggars Ln Rosemount Ln

Northcote Ln

Littletown Rd

W
ea

th
er

ill
 R

d

Honiton Bottom
 Rd

Da
ve

 C
l

M
ar

ke
r W

ay

Battishorne W
ay

Millhead Rd

Northcote Hill

Tunnel Ln

Oaklea

High
fie

ld

St
on

ey
 L

n

Hale Ln

M
ount Cl

 M
illeas W

ay

Queen St

King St Hill Cres

Turnpike

Churc h Hill

Lower Brand Ln

Lower Marlpits Hill
Cuckoo Down Ln

Cuckoo Down 
Ln

Cuckoo Down Ln

Sprin
gfield Rd

Parsonage 
Ln

Bh
ut

an
 C

l

Pine Park Rd

W
at

er
lea

t Ave

Pine Grove

Honiton Hospital

A30

Mountbatten
Park

Map Key: 
       Defibrillator

       Place of  Worship

       Point of Interest

       Parking

	 Railway Line

	 Contributors

	 Electric Car Charging

EX14 AREA MAP

3

4

7
11

21

22

1.	 4 You From Me Ltd
2.	 Antiques Bazaar
3.	 Axminster Garden Machinery
4.	 Blackbury Honey Farm
5.	 Blue Pencil Gallery
6.	 Bluebird Care
7.	 C Plant Services
8.	 Caravan & Motorhome Solutions
9.	 Churchill Retirement Living
10.	 Combe Garden Centre
11.	 Curt Willis Motors

12.	 Desire Jewellers
13.	 Devon Truck Show
14.	 East Devon Lock & Key
15.	 Everys Solicitors
16.	 First Light Home Improvements
17.	 Helen Hunt Medical Aesthetics
18.	 Hidden Oak Equestrian Ltd
19.	 Honiton Chiropractic Clinic
20.	 Lymebay Winery
21.	 MST Auctioneers
22.	 Ottery Office & Computers Ltd

23

The

Flyer

HONITON TOWN MAP

6 14

24
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MOBILE SERVICES: 
•	 AHM Installations
•	 Colourfence
•	 Complete Weed Control
•	 Gorilla Grounds Gardens
•	 Greenthumb
•	 River Exe Health Care
•	 Trees & Fencing
•	 United Response       

23.	 Sidmouth Bed Centre
24.	 The Chippee !
25.	 The Coastal Boutique
26.	 The Drewe Arms
27.	 The Honiton Eye Clinic
28.	 The Honiton Hearing Centre
29.	 The Lace Knittery
30.	 Thimblestitch
31.	 Total Plumbing
32.	 Twin Coast Campers      
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SHOWROOM

Units 2, 3, 4 Gloucester Crescent, Heathpark 
Industrial Estate,  Honiton, EX14 5DB

01404 540280

escapebathrooms.com | totalplumbing.co.uk 

Our service includes:

    Free Home Visit & Measure
    Showroom Consultations
    CAD Designs
    Free Delivery

Contact us today to book your free, 
no-obligation home measure, design 
and quote

Friendly knowledgeable staff
Everything from tap spares to 
full heating systems
Trade accounts for businesses

+ Plumbing Supplies Ltd

Your local plumbers merchant

bathrooms

Exet
er R

oad

Plumbing Supplies Ltd

bathrooms
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ALWAYS GREAT SEASONAL DEALS AVAILABLE IN STORE We serve quality Fish and Chips
on Honiton High Street. 

Our food is honest, simply prepared,
and fried fresh in front of you

from 5pm every evening
and 12-2pm on Friday & Saturday.

You can also pre-order your food on our website

FRIENDS OF HONITON STATION
Everyone in this country it seems loves a good 
anniversary. We are always looking back to 
the events of the past, sometimes with nostalgia, 
sometimes with a sigh of relief that those days are 
over. Such backward looking can sometimes help 
us think differently about the present, and come 
up with ways to improve the future. There is an old 
saying, that if we don’t learn the lessons of the past, 
we are doomed to repeat it.

Railway people are no exception. Recently, I read 
Christian Wolmar’s latest book on the history of 
British Rail. As well as de-bunking some tired old 
myths about BR, such as the disgusting sandwiches, 
it was fascinating to see how for generations 
the benefits of a coherent railway network were 
undervalued, while road travel was seen as the 
answer to every question.

It is only now that we are seeing how short-sighted 
that view was, and how hard it is to reverse 
decades of under-investment or station closures, to 
rebuild a network fit for a de-carbonised future.

How different it all looked in the Victorian era. 
If anything, the problem then was that too many 
groups, often with conflicting agendas, sought 
to build railways here, there and 
everywhere, without any overall plan. 
Lines often duplicated each other, 
or ran in areas where there was 
only a dubious need for a railway. 
No wonder it was dubbed “Railway 
Mania.”

Some form of rationalisation was 
inevitable, and indeed necessary. The 
problem was that by the 1970s it was 
clear that this process had gone too 

far. And railways which we now badly need to help 
alleviate road congestion around big cities or to 
provide a life-line to smaller communities just aren’t 
there, or will cost a fortune to rebuild.

This will no doubt be on everyone’s mind as 
we begin to plan for next year’s big railway 
anniversary, Railway 200 which, as its name 
suggests, celebrates the opening of the first fully-
fledged railway between Stockton and Darlington 
in 1825.

Railway 200 will be a great opportunity to 
remember the huge benefits that a national railway 
network has brought us, how surprisingly close 
we came 50 years ago to it being reduced to a 
skeleton of InterCity routes, with the Waterloo to 
Exeter line through Honiton closed and counties 
such as Cornwall cut off completely. 

The anniversary will help us celebrate how, despite 
the overlaps and duplication, the Victorian pioneers 
have bequeathed to us a priceless gift: the means to 
travel across our country, for business or pleasure, 
without having to use our cars.

Martin Long. 
Chairman - FRIENDS OF HONITON STATION.

A4 Pacific, Union of South Africa,

passing old Honiton signal box on November 6th 2005.

Credit: Dave Withey

Make an appointment online via www.honiton-hear ing.co.uk

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999
HONITON HEARING CENTRE

Did You Know?
Hearing loss is the 
third most common 
long-term health 
condition.

Need your hearing aid repaired? 
We offer warranted repairs to all makes 
and models of private hearing aids.

• Hearing Aid Consultations
• Hearing Aid Repairs
• Earwax Removal
• Tinnitus Assistance
• Hearing Tests
• Speech Mapping 

Our team continues to provide our 
customers with excellent services for all 
types of hearing related issues.

Call us 01404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members

AWARD
WINNING

C
entre of 

Excellence

Our professional team 
offer personal care 
for you



26 27Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk26 27

Find 
us on 

. TREES & FENCING 
GENERAL LANDSCAPES 

Picket • Panel • Featheredge fencing etc. 
Decking • Turfing • Post Replacements 

General Fence & Gate Repairs 
All Types of Patios, Paths & Gravel 

Pruning • Felling • Hedge Trimming 
All green waste removed 

Fence Treatment 
Pressure Cleaning 

Friendly Free Quotation And Advice 
Ring Ted 07796 168388 I 01460 330124  

www.treesandfencingsw.co. uk 
treesandfencing@hotmail.com 

Licensed Waste Carrier~ Fully Insured (tree Surgery up to 20 feet) 

\ 

Find 
us on 

. TREES & FENCING 
GENERAL LANDSCAPES 

\ 

Find 
us on 

. TREES & FENCING 
GENERAL LANDSCAPES 

\ 

Block Pave Driveways

Ring Ted 07796 168388 / 01823 924000 / 01460 330124

Large range of  shoe care products including laces, insoles, polishes and protectors.

Large stock of  locks, padlocks 

and security products.

We also supply and engrave cups, shields and trophies of  all sizes. Pop in to discuss your 
requirements. 

In our shop we stock over 1200 

different key blanks and are 

keycutting specialists, including 

the cutting of  cylinder, mortice, 

dimple, security and car keys.

The Local Locksmiths
EAST DEVON LOCK AND KEY 

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 2pm

126 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1JP
01404 47052 

www.eastdevonlockandkey.co.uk 
info@eastdevonlockandkey.co.uk

Domestic and Commercial
Locksmith Services, Specialists

in uPVC lock repairs. 

WE ALSO DO
•	 Keycutting
• Shoe Repairs & Care
• Engraving

WE SELL
• Locks
• Padlocks & Security Products
• Parts for uPVC windows & doors
• Shoe Care
• Leather Purses & Bags
• Cleaning Supplies & Zippo Lighters

THE LOCAL LOCKSMITHS - East Devon Lock and Key 

 www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG 

• Tyre Fitting
• Exhausts
• Brakes
• Cambelts
• Clutches
• Auto Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Minor Repairs

CURT WILLIS MOTORS

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area

Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

Book Your
MOT Test with

Us Today

Hours of Operation
Mon - Fri: 8:30am – 5:30pm

Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed
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Honiton Toll Abolition Celebrations, June 2nd 1910

Ancient tollroads

There was a recent success for the people, shopkeepers 
and motorists of Honiton, last month with the scrapping 
of the hugely unpopular proposal from DCC to 
introduce parking charges to the High Street. 
Honiton, one of eight pilot towns in Devon, being trialled for 
the ‘pay to park’ scheme were  unanimously shelved after 
a huge outcry from the community however, there were 
times when similar highway fees were not so reliant on 
public opinion! These negative, mutual feelings of  charging 
the traveller hark back to the days of our grandparents’ 
grandparents when tolls and  turnpikes were the car tax of 
the time as this month we see the centenary of the end of 
the vast  majority of the old West Country tolls! 

Turnpike trusts were setup in the mid to late 18th century to 
fund dramatic improvements to the country’s infrastructure, 
which had not been addressed for centuries. Under this 
scheme users of  the turnpike roads would have to halt 
at tollhouses and pay a fee to use the next section of the 
highway. Honiton Turnpike Trust was formed in 1765 and at 
its height consisted of some twenty tollhouses.  

Whilst the turnpikes tolls greatly improved the roads they 
were staggeringly unpopular and many  found ingenious 
ways of getting around them. One such local rogue, a farmer 
from Awliscombe, travelled the course of the Gissage, still 
being a right of way, but with no tolls gates on the river bed. 
He frequently drove cattle, bought from the Honiton market, 
up to where the river meets Littletown, which was outside 

the toll area. He was then able to ramble down the west 
side of town back to  Awliscombe without passing any toll 
gates and thus got away without paying penny! 

With the arrival of the railway and the decline in stage 
coach travel, by the second half of the nineteenth century, 
Turnpike Trusts were approaching financial ruin. In 1877, the 
majority of the Honiton toll houses were sold off 
and by 1885 all the town’s turnpikes had been abandoned;  
however, surprisingly the tolls remained in many other 
places.  

With the end of the era fast approaching in Totnes the toll 
gates were taken down and were publicly burnt yet it was 
not until June 2nd 1910 that the toll charges at Honiton were 
finally completely abolished. There was said to have been 
public “rejoicing” and “public entertainment” at the removal 
of these hugely unpopular charges. Honiton was, in fact, 
thought to be the last town to have had an  active tollhouse. 
Most other West Country tolls, not including bridges, ended 
in April 1924 and the Road Traffic Act of 1930 finally 
brought a unanimous end to all the few remaining 
tolls gates.  

Only three of the town’s tollhouses survived into the 
twenty first century, one of which was sadly demolished 
with the arrival of the residential complex on the site of 
former Holyshute House. Today only two remain, one being 
the ‘Copper Castle’ on the A35 and ‘Manna House’ 
which lies just before  Exeter Road meets the A30. 

Terry Darrant - March 2024

Credit: Terry Darrant

Copper Castle, former toll house

Credit: All Hallows Museum

Jordan or Courtney
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Welcome to the

Lyme Bay Winery
Cellar Door

Visit us to discover our wide range of award-winning drinks, made here on site. We are passionate about producing delicious, 
English still and sparkling wine, Fruit wine, Mead, Cider, Gin, Rum and Liqueurs.  Come and find out why the judges gave us 
a Specialist Retailer Gold Award, learn how we create our fabulous products and have a little taste of course! 

Lyme Bay Winery, Shute, Axminster, Devon EX13 7PW  what3words location  ///grapes.winemaker.gosh
t: 01297551355 e: steve.richardson@lbwdrinks.co.uk  www.lymebaywinery.co.uk

Opening hours are Monday – Saturday 9:30 - 4:30. Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00. Sunday 11:00 - 3:00.

*Guided Tasting Experiences must be pre-booked.  Please email us for full package details.
**Exclusions apply, please ask in Cellar Door for full details.  In person sales in Cellar Door only.

Guided

Tasting

Experiences

now available!*

HIDDEN OAK
EQUESTRIAN LTD & COUNTRY CAFE

Telephone: 01392 247250
sales@hidden-oak.co.uk | www.hidden-oak.co.uk

Sidmouth Road | Aylesbeare | EX5 2JP

Country Cafe, Open 7 Days a week
for Breakfast & Lunch

Tack & Supplements, Feed & Bedding

Bring this ad
to get 10% off

Lyme Bay
goodies!*

Engraving • Wedding Jewellery • Watches
Repair Service • Silver & Gold • Valuation Service

119 HIGH STREET, HONITON, EX14 1LS
TEL: 01404 42419

www.desirejewels.co.uk

HONITON
LIONS

During the last few months Honiton 
Lions have been busy raising money to 
enable them to support charities and 
good causes. 

In December 2023, by kind permission of 
Tesco, several Lions members spent two days at 
the company’s supermarket collecting money in 
aid of Devon Air Ambulance Trust. Thanks 
to the generosity of Tesco customers,  £620 
was collected for the charity.

During March the Lions, with the support of 
local businesses and pub landlords, raffled 
20giant Easter eggs. This is an annual 
fundraising project which normally raises in 
excess of a £1000. 

Money taken from the club’s charity account, 
together with the profits from recently held 
fundraising events enabled the Lions to make 
the following donations.

£250 to Awliscombe Primary School for 
the purchase of litter picking equipment.

£200 to Offwell resident Steve Branch 
who is running in the London Marathon to 
raise money for VICTA a national charity that 
provides support for children and young adults 
who are blind or partially sighted.

£250 to a Lions member who is raising money 
for Hospiscare by participating in that 
charity’s “Men’s Walk” event.

£500 to the Honiton Museum for building 
works to restore a section of the lath and 
plaster ceiling.  

£520 to Ukrainian refugees who reside 
in the Honiton area. Most of this money was 
collected, by the Lions, from the public in 2023.

Honiton Lions Club PRO Lion David Rickard.

As always if you would like to find out more about Lions Clubs International and in 
particular the Honiton Club please give me a call on 01404 43738
or mobile 07966 173 828
or you can email me at brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk
or visit our website www.honitonlions.org.uk  
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Enhancing Home Safety and Comfort for Those in Need
As we age or face physical challenges, a safe and 
accommodating home becomes crucial. If daily tasks are 
becoming difficult, consider improvements.

Financial assistance is available through the Disabled 
Facilities Grant (DFG), offering up to £30,000 for home 
alterations. This may involve bathroom and kitchen 
renovations, creating wetrooms or bedrooms on the 
ground floor, and more. Contact your local council or 
visit www.gov.uk/disabled-facilities-grants to apply.

With over 24 years of experience, we specialize in 
creating bespoke accessible bathrooms and wetrooms. 
Minor adjustments, like adding grab rails or installing 
walk-in baths or showers, can greatly improve your 
daily life.

We're here to guide you every step of the way. Our 
friendly home surveyors assess your needs, providing 
customized solutions within your budget. Our 'Excellent' 
Trustpilot rating reflects our commitment to excellence.

At AHM Installations, we're a family-run business, 
putting our customers first. If you need our assistance, 
call us at 01460 601123.

Walk-in Shower  
or Wetroom?
We can help you decide
•  Specialists in accessible 

bathing
•  Walk-in showers. walk-in 

baths and wetrooms
•  Free home visits and 

quotations
•  Full design and installation 

service
•  Over 24 years experience
•  Rated ‘Excellent’ on 

Trustpilot
•  Discounts for ex-military 

personnel

Request a free brochure
01404 597482 

www.ahminstallations.co.ukAHM is rated Excellent
by our customers

• Residential & Commercial Property

• Family Law

• Inheritance Tax

• Wills, Trusts and Probate

• Personal Injury

• Disputes and Claims

• Company & Commercial

• Agricultural/Rural

Located across East Devon and Somerset, our 
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to 
guide you through your matter from start to finish.

Call us on 01404 43431  
or email law@everys.co.uk everys.co.uk

Whatever your  
legal needs,  
talk to Everys.

Honiton • Exeter • Exmouth • Seaton • Sidmouth • Tiverton • Taunton • Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).
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Stories of Honiton’s multicultural 
past being researched and archived 
by volunteers for future generations
Stories of Honiton's multicutural past are being 
researched by volunteers, who have joined Telling 
Our Stories, Finding Our Roots. The history project, 
managed by Devon Development Education launched 
its Honiton branch at The Beehive community centre 
in November last year

The launch party was reported as being a great 
success with some important story leads already 
presenting themselves and requiring further 
investigation. During the launch, Nepalese and Indian 
food was served by The Brave Gurkhas curry house 
and classical guitarist, Jose Rodrigo Jimenez Monroy 
entertained the small group of volunteers, project 
coordinators and heritage guests. Stories collected 
from previous projects have led to new educational 
resources, museum exhibitions, walking tours and 
a website – all points of success, shared by guest 
speakers at the launch, Sandhya Dave and Hilda 
Kalap.

Project Coordinator, Hilda Kalap said: “Devon has 
a long multicultural history that's not commonly 
known about, with the common view that Devon's 
population has always been white, Anglo-Saxon 
and monocultural. However, more evidence has and 
continues to emerge that the real history is quite 

different. Volunteering on this project is a chance to 
be part of the story, gain new skills that could lead 
to a career, meet like-minded people, make new 
friends and create a more inclusive society for future 
generations.”

Volunteers who sign up for this exciting project in 
Honiton, which runs until the end of this year, are 
receiving training in archive research and oral history 
recording. An amazing amount of stories relating to 
people of many different nationalities who arrived 
in Honiton for a variety of reasons, married locally 
and settled in the town, are coming to light, such as 
the Irish labourers who were employed by George 
Wimpey to build Dunkeswell Airfield during WW2, the 
post war Polish servicemen, the Romany Gypsy 
community who annually visited Honiton Fair and 
the school for the children of former German POWs 
at Summerlands.

Other leads being researched include the Indian 
'Ayah', Spanish Basque children staying at St 

N.B. Devon's Multicultural History project – Telling Our 
Stories, Finding Our Roots is managed by the global 
learning charity, Devon Development Education (DDE). 
Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, the 
project is continuing in Honiton and in Ilfracombe during 
2023/2024 and follows on from similar projects in Exeter 
(2013), Tiverton, Bideford and Okehampton (2019-2020). 
Facts that have been uncovered in DDE's previous 
successful projects, include the historical verification that 
Exeter had a sizeable population of French Hugenots by 
1715 and that 'enslaved people' were freed at a crossroads 
in Okehampton, as far back as 980 AD. The charity, 
which is based in Exeter, has over 20 years experience 
of providing expertise to schools and communities in 
Devon. Its main aim is to 'provide a window on the world, 
to enable children and adults to understand links between 
their own lives and those of others worldwide'. The hope 
being that by working together, people will 'help to create 
a just and sustainable world for everyone.'

Joseph's Missionary College (now St Rita's) during 
the Spanish Civil War, a school in Combe Raleigh 
for Jewish children evacuated from London 
during the Second World War, Fijian and Black 
American servicemen billeted in the locality and 
an important part of Honiton's history, already 
thoroughly researched for the 50th anniversary, 
Ugandan Asians at the Heathfield Resettlement 
Camp. Honiton Community Heritage Coordinator, 
Jess Huffman would love to hear from anyone who 
can add to any of the above stories, with family tales, 
photographs or artefacts. Jess is at Honiton Library 
every Wednesday morning from 10 am until 12 noon 
and can also be emailed jesstosfor@gmail.com

While some people may query what is the point 
of this project, others will marvel that their family 
stories are finally being told, seeing it as a legacy 
for future generations to understand how all the 
people, through the ages, and from not only outside 
of the town and county but who were born in other 

countries, have helped to 'shape the life' of Honiton 
as it is today. Jess said that “watching people's faces 
light up” when she talks to them about the project 
and they begin to “think of their own family history 
and heritage is illuminating.”

For the grand-daughter of Timothy O'Brien, an Irish 
worker at Dunkeswell Airfield, who was also on Air 
Raid Patrol during WW2 and a valid member of the 
Royal British Legion Club in Dowell Street, Honiton, 
recording the town's multicultural past and its 
tolerance to outsiders who put down roots there is 
“more important now than ever before.”

By Ana Collingridge ©

Roman Catholic Church of the Holy Family on Exeter Road in the 1940's. A regular place of worship and celebration for Catholics of all nationalities through the years. Photo credit Rob Pring.
Fresh flowers for sale outside in Honiton High 

Street. Photo from private collection.

Project Coordinator Hilda Kalap and classical guitarist Jose Rodrigo Jimenez Monroy at the launch party of the multicultural history project, “Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Roots”.Community Heritage Coordinator for TOSFOR in Honiton, Jess Huffman (2nd left), with 
volunteers Candida, Anne, Maggie and Peace, at the Thelma Hulbert Gallery.

Volunteers from the Honiton and the Ilfracombe branches 

of TOSFOR at the Devon Heritage Centre in Exeter.
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The

Flyer

TRADING 7 DAYS A WEEK

The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne. TA18 8AG

Tel: 01460 77121
www.antiquesbazaar.co.uk

A Great Centre for Antiques and Collectables

DO YOU LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE HONITON FLYER?

OUR VERY POPULAR QUARTERLY PUBLICATION COULD HELP YOUR BUSINESS!

Our colourful and eye-catching town guide is distributed by Royal Mail to every business and private 
address around Honiton and the EX14 postcode. That is over 10,000 addresses, stretching from 
Widworthy to Broadhembury, and from Feniton to Smeatharpe, plus all of Honiton Town.

All our advertisers have copies to display on their premises, and more copies are available at 
ALLHALLOWS MUSEUM, WINDMILL GARAGE, THE GRAZING COW, WETHERSPOONS, TESCO, 
THE HARE & HOUNDS, HIGHFIELD STORES, 

We publish 4 times a year – Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring. Our next edition for Summer 2024 will 
be distributed week commencing Monday 1 July. Booking deadline Friday 31 May 2024 .

We have our own graphics design team who can create a great advert for you 
absolutely free of charge.

NEXT BOOKING DEADLINE 31 May 2024.

DISTRIBUTION WEEK COMMENCING
Monday 1 July 2024.

Please call Andy Munckton on 07823 346666
or email theflyerpublications@gmail.com.

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCEED!



39For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk 39

HONITON NOMADS FOOTBALL CLUB
Building a Diverse Football Community

In the heart of the picturesque town 
of Honiton, a football revolution is 
taking place. Honiton Nomads FC, a 
newly established club, is breaking 
barriers and redefining inclusivity in 
the local sports community. 

The founder Mr Benjamin Slater, an Army 
veteran & international development worker 
/ businessman who recently returned from 
West Africa. Now a local postal worker wanted to 
establish something that he noticed was missing 
in the community. 

“This club is not just about scoring goals; it's 
about embracing diversity and creating a safe and 
friendly space, Football for all.”

Honiton Nomads FC stands out for its unwavering 
commitment to inclusivity. Regardless of ability, 
race, gender, sexual orientation, or religion, 
everyone is welcome to join this progressive 
football family. With a motto that "football is for 
everyone," the club actively promotes diversity 
and inclusion both on and off the pitch. What 
sets Honiton Nomads FC apart is its emphasis on 
providing a safe and welcoming environment for 
all players. 

The club aims to address discrimination, racism 
and the underrepresentation of LGBTQIA+ 
individuals in sports by offering a space where 
everyone feels valued and respected. It's not just 
about playing football; it's much more. 

Since its inception in January 2024, Honiton 
Nomads FC has experienced exponential growth, 
quickly becoming the fastest-growing club 
in the area. Its inclusive ethos has resonated 
with individuals from all walks of life, attracting 

attention, support and admiration from the wider 
community, sponsors, local Government and 

media. 

On Tuesdays, members gather at 
Honiton LED for kickabouts and training 
sessions, where camaraderie and 

sportsmanship flourish. These sessions 
serve as more than just a chance to hone 

football skills; they're an opportunity to 
exercise & socialise. In addition to regular 

training, the club participates in monthly fixture 
matches both 6/7 and 11 Aside with other like-
minded clubs across the country. Not only do the 
players enjoy these fixtures it also demonstrates 
their dedication to Honiton Nomads FC. 

Despite Winning their last couple fixtures. At its 
core, Honiton Nomads FC is about more than 
just winning games. It's about creating a legacy 
by championing inclusivity and providing a 
safe and friendly platform for individuals, 
paving the way for a more diverse and 
equitable future in sports. 

As Honiton Nomads FC continues 
to grow, one thing remains 
certain: everyone has a place 
on the pitch and in the squad. 
In a world where differences 
too often divide us, this club 
brings varied people from the 
community together.  

PHOTO CREDIT
ANTHONY A ROWE L.R.P.S
antrowe@ymail.com for the 
photography 

To become a sponsor or join Contact: 
Email: honiton.nomads.fc@gmail.com 
Find us Facebook @honitonnomadsfc 

Welcome Centre Now Open

AWARD WINNING RETIREMENT APARTMENTS FOR SALE

• LODGE MANAGER  • GUEST SUITE  • FREE PARKING  • LIFT   
• LANDSCAPED GARDENS  • OWNERS’ LOUNGE  • 24-HOUR SUPPORT

HONITON  Otter Lodge, Silver Street, Devon  EX14 1FD 
Open Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm

01404 378148

otter.lodge@crl.co.uk

crl.co.uk/otter-lodge

We are now reserving at Otter Lodge, Honiton. View plans of 
this delightful development and be one of the first to reserve. 

We’re built on family values, integrity and trust.

So why not choose Churchill?
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Bluebird Care East Devon

01404 814880
eastdevon@bluebirdcare.co.uk  
bluebirdcare.co.uk/east-devon

H   me
is where the heart is

Let’s keep it thereTM   

Home Care • Bespoke Care Plans • Night Home

Call us for a friendly  
chat about care at home.


